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THESE are the thoughts that God inspired in us

at that time. Now, in this desperate state of
affairs, we had recourse to the great saint Joseph, all
making a vow to God to say the holy Mass in his
honor for nine consecutive days; we began this on
the day of Saints Simon and Jude. Furthermore, as
it was important that this people should know the
interest we felt in their welfare, and the little value
we placed upon this miserable life, the Father thought
it well to invite them to his Atsataion,—that is to
say, his Farewell feast, such as they are accustomed
to give when they are nearing [31] death. Our cab-
in overflowed with people. It was a good occasion
to speak to them of the other life. The mournful
silence of these good people saddened us more than
our own danger.

Meanwhile, one, two, and three days slipped away,
to the astonishment of our entire village, without any
more threats of death from those Gentlemen in their
assembly. I do not know whether the devil had
stirred up these Barbarians against us; but I can say
that we had not yet finished our novena before all
these storms were allayed, so that they even won-
dered at it among themselves, and with reason. May
we not hope that this great Patron of our Unbeliev-
ers will some day cause to appear still more admir-
able results in the change of their hearts? At all
events, since the 6th of November, when we finished
our votive Masses in his honor, we have enjoyed an
incredible peace, at which we ourselves wonder from
day to day, when we consider in what condition our
affairs were only one week ago.



